











SPRINGWOOD TOWN CENTRE STUDY RESPONSE

4.3 Item 4.%.4 (1) Retail Developments

“It is RECOMMENDED that Council’es c¢ode be amended to reflect
existing demand and set a requirement of 5.8 spaces per 100sgM
(GLA) for retail uses (without additional spaces for employees)."

This recommendation is AGREED with.

4.4 Ttem 4.5.4 (1) Retall Davelopments

"In addition, it 1is RECOMMENDED that Council's retail parking
regquirement be based on Gross Leasable Area (GLA)."

This recommendation is AGREED with.
4.5 Item 4.5.4 (ii) Office Developments

"It 1s RECOMMENDED that a Council code reguirement of 2.5 spaces
per 100sqM (GFA) (in line with existing demand and the RTA

guidelines) be adopted, and once again, that the system of
additional spaces for employess be discarded."

This reccommendation is AGREED with.

4.6 Item 4.5.4 (1) Office Developments with Public Areas
{(Financial).

"It is RECOMMENDED that & code requirement of 4.6 spaces per
1008gqM GFA be adopted to reflect this demand.”

This recommencation i¢ AGREED with.

4.7 Ttem 4.7.1 (ii) Short-stay and Long-estay Parking

“There isa alse a need to alter the balance of short and long etay
parking .... It 3is RECOMMENDED that Council undertake such a
review, which potentially could improve the parking situation in
the business centre irrespective of the provision of additional

parking"

This recommendation is DISAGREED with because 1t 1is not
considered that significant advantages would be gained.
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4.8 Item 4.7.3 Strategy Option 1: On-Site Parking Provision

"Alternative B is RECOMMENDED for Greenway Lane becsuse of the
increased parking" (realignment of Greenway Lane to follow the
SRA boundarvy)

This recommendation requires further information before it
can be justified &s only &n additional 13 car parking spaces
are envisaged,

4.9 Ttam 4.8 (i) Review of Council’'e Parking Code

"It Is RECOMMENDED that Council’'s Parking Code be Amended to
reflect the estimated parking demand"

This recommendation is AGREED with.

4.10 Ttem 4.8.1 (Review of Short atay and Long-stay Parking
Balance '

"In the meantime, it is RECOMMENDED that the following on-street
spaces be restricted to 2 hour parking

(&) ¢ spaces on the southern side of Macquarie Road between
Raymond Road and Greenway Lane;

(b) 10 spaces on southern side of Macquarie Road to the east of
Greenway Lane;

(c) 10 spaces on the northern side of Macquarie Road to the east
of Greenway Lane."”

This recommendation is DISAGREED with hecause it is not
considered that significant advantages would be gained,

4.11 Ttem 4.8 2 Improvements Associated with Future Developments

"In the event of a private redevelopment on the Post Office
carpark only, it is RECOMMENDED that the Council adopt Parking
Strategy Option 1*

This recommendation is to restrictive and should not be made
with out reviewing any proposals. It ie agreed that the
Council should not bare any cost for the parking requirement
of any development. However, to force a development not to
be in keeping with the Town Character is against the
findings of this study.
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4.12 Ttem 8.1 The Vision

It is recommended that Council formally adopt the following ains
and objectives ag the basis of the Springwood Town Centre
strategy”

This recommendation jg AGREED with the exception of the
following objectives:-

(1ii) create new commercial development, ...

(ivy .,. c¢reating a ring road...,.

{ix) consolidate the size of the Centre ‘e

(X} (make better usa of the stecep area hetween Macquarie
Road and Springwood Avenue) ,,,.. ineluding medium
density housing .,.

(Xiv) encourage medium density residentin} development

All these jitemg are discussed in detai] throughout this

submission,

4,13 Ttepm 8.2.1 Economic Growth and Promotion

"It is therefore RECOMMENDED that Council prepare a Retail
Strateqgy which determines the role and size of these other
centres in relation to Springwood*

This recommendation isg agreed with the exception of “these

other centres in relation to Springwood" which should be
amended to “all retail centres in relation to each other"

4.14 Ttem 8.2.1 Econonie Growth and Promotion

“On this basis, it is also RECOMMENDED that Council] accept. the
growth gstimates outlined in Seetion 3.6.4 the basis for planning
and development of the Centre over the next decade*

This recommendat ion is STRONGLY DISAGREED with because: -

1) There is no Section 3.6.4

2} The digscrepancy in the predicted figures. Please refesr
to item 2.3,13 "Retail Floor Space Projections" in
this response.
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4.15 {tewm 8.2.2 Development Sites
(1) Post Office Carpark
{ii1) Springwood Avenue Carpark

"It is therefore RECOMMENDED that Council call for public
expression if interest in either or both sites"

This recommendation is STRONGLY DISAGREED with because:-

1) There is currently 11% vacancy of retail floor area.

2) There are better sites to develop or redevelop. (Refer
to recommendation 8.2.9 Gateways, 8.2.2 Development
Sites).

3) The diffarence in the projected population growth and
Retail floor space requirements.

4) A review of all commercial Centres is recommended
(refer to recommendation 3,8 Conclusion).

4.16 Item 8.2.2 Development Sites
{v) Land west of Fire Station

“+.. RECOMMENDED for rezoning as mixed land use ... but with a
majority of space for medium density housing"

This recommendation is DISAGREED with.

4.17 Item B8.2.2 Development Sites
(vi) Medium Density housing

“It 1s RECOMMENDED that Council encourage medium density housing

This recommendation is DISAGREED with.
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4.18 Item 8.2.3 Council Land
"Based on the above strateqgy, RECOMMENDATTIONS relating to the use
of individual land parcels are as follows:-

Post Office Carpark - release for expression of
interest,..."

This is DISAGREED with.
"Springwood Avenue Carpark - release for expression of
interest ,.,."

This is DISAGREED with
"Greenway Lane - congtruct formal road and parking areas.’

The upgrading of Greenway Lane 1s agresd with but not
the construction of a ring road.

"Civic Centre - retain but upgrade ..."
This is agreed in principal.
“Bucklend and Manners Park - issue new design brief ,..°

Further issues regarding design must be addreased
first.

4.19 Item 8.2.4 Pedestrian Facilities

"RECOMMENDED actions include:!
conatruct a central pedestrian plaza"
This is agreed with in principal.
"Telecom Park - this should be extended ..."
This is agreed with in principal.
"Raillway station precinct .,, widen the existing footpath
++» pave the pedestrian crossing ... relocate existing taxi

rank .. create new bus bay .. retain short-stay parking..."

This is agreed with in principal, however discussions
muet take place with the bus and taxi companies.
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"provide new paving ..."
This is agreed with in principal.

"timber sgeating (English style park benches) and timber
framed rubbish bins are RECOMMENDED"

Timber framed litter bins are not agreed with due to
their lack of vandal resistance, the seating is agreed
in principal.

“timber litter bins should be installed adjacent to each
seat ..."

This is aqgreed in principal except that a suitable type
of bin is required.

“encourage the upgrading of buildings
This is agreed with in principal,

"introduce a coordinated theme for public signage ...*
This is agreed with in principal.

“upyrade the quality of links from Macquarie Road through
to carparking areas"

This ies agreed with.
“provide bicycle storage racks near station®

These already exiet.

4.20 Item 8.2.5 Traffic Cireulation
"A ring road system is RECOMMENDED ,.,"

Thie is STRONGLY DISAGREED with.
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4.21 Item 8.2.5 Traffic Circulation
"RECOMMENDED traffic circulation pattern for Springwood Town
Centre is as follows:
Macquarie Road - retain as Lwo way;"
This is AGREED with.
"Raymond Road - roundabout. at Macquarie Road"
This is AGREED with.

"formalise a road between Springwood Avenue and Macquarie
Road ..."

This is STRONGLY DISAGREED with.
“fornalise Greenway Lane as part of a 'ring road’ ..."
This is STRONGLY DISAGREED with.

‘upgrade the intergection of Greenway Lane (east) with
Macquafiﬁ Road ...,.,"

This is agreed with in principal.

4.22 Item 8.2.6 Parking

"Tt is RECOMMENDED that Council’s Parking Code be amended to
reflect the estimated parking demand, that the method of
requiring additional spaces for emplcyees be discarded, and that
the retail development parking requirement be based on Gross
Leasable Area(GLA)."

This recommendation is AGREED with.

4.23 Item 8.2.6 Parking
"It is strongly RECOMMENDED to base parking requirements purely
on floor area....“

This recommendation is ACREED with.
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4.24 Ttem B,2.6 Parking

"It is RECOMMENDED that Council’e code ba amended to raflect
existing demand and set a raquirement. of 5.8 spaces per 100SOM
(GLA) for retail uses (without the wneed for additional spaces for
employees).”

This recommendation is agreed with.

4.25 Item 8.2.6 Parking
"In addition, It is RECOMMENDED that Council’s retail parking
requirements be based on Gross Leasable Area (GLA) . "

This recommendation is agreed with and is the seme as item
4.21.

4.26 Item 8.2.6 Parking

“It is RECOMMENDED that a Council code requirement of 2.5 gpaces
per 100sgM (GFA) (in line with existing demand and the RTA
guldelines) be adopted, and ounce again, that the system of
additional spaces for employees be discarded.”

This recommendation is AGREED with.

4.27 Item 8.2.6 Parking
‘It is RECOMMENDED that a code requirement of 4.6 spaces per
100sgM GFR be adopted to reflect this demand."

This recommendation is AGREED with.
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4.28 Item 8.2.6 (b) Short and Long-stay Parking Dalance

"In the meantime, it ig RECOMMENDED that the following on-gtraet
S§paces be restrictsd te 2 hour parking

(8) 2 spaces on the southern side of Macquarie Road between
Raymond Road and Greenway Lane;

(b) 10 apaces on socuthern side of Ma¢quarie Road to the cast of
Gresnway Lane;

(¢) 16 spaces on the northern side of Macquarie Road to the east
of Greenway Lane."

This recommendation is DISAGREED with because it jig not
considered that significant advantages would be gained.

4.29 Item 8.2.6 (ii) Improvements Asgociated with Future
Developments

"It is RECOMMENDED that Council adopt Parking Strategy Option 1
86 the preferred alternative for providing parking in association
with future development and improvements ip Springwood, Thisg
involves resurfacing, linemarking and landscaping parking spaces
in Springwood Avenne carpark, and creation of new spaces in
Greenway Lana."

This recoammendation incorporates two totally separate
elements, (1) Parking Strategy Option 1 isg for parking
requirements to he provided on-aite; and (11) the upgrading
of existing spaces.

The upgrading of existing spaces is agreed with, however,
the total provision of all car parking reguirements may anot
be appropriate in all cases and as such each proposal is
raquired to be evaluated on its own merite,

4.30 Ttem 8.2.7 Public Transport

“"Taxi and hus parking are requires near the railway station. It
is RECOMMENDED that the taxi rank be relocated aleng Macquarie
Road to the western side of the station, and that a new shelter
and seating be constructed for passenger convenience”

This recommendation requires further review.
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4.31 Item 8.2.7 Public Transport

“Improved bus shelters and covered seating are RECOMMENDED at
other locations along Macquarie Road to improve passenger
convenience and visual appearance of the area. "

This recommendation is AGREED with in princlipal.

4.32 Ttem 8.2.7 public Transport

"It is RECOMMENDED that Mini bus operators be encouraged to make
better utilisation of existing bus stops and 'no standing zones’
for pickup and set down of passengers. It is also RECOMMENDED
that temporary bus parking spaces should be delipeated in long
stay parking areas adjacent to the Centre."

These recommendations requires further review along with an
integrated transport management plan for the Mountains.

4.33 Iitem 8.2,7 public Transport

"It is RECOMMENDED that Council support local initiatives to
establish and maintain a community transport network, focused on
the Town Centre, as this will increase accessibility to the
Centre,

This recommendation is AGREED with ip principai.

4.34 Item 8.2,7 Public Transport

"It is RECOMMENDED that negotiations between the State Rail
Authority, local bus company, and public transport user groups
be initiated to ensure & high level of inter-modal coordination
and good quality service to Centre.®

This recommendation is AGREED with in principal, it should
be noted that there is glready a strong link between the SRA
and the Blue Mountains Commuter and Transport Users
Associatlion.
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4.35 Ttem 8.2.7 Public Transport
“A detailed feasibility study of wheelchair 1ift access to the
station is also RECOMMENDED as part of these negotiations."
This recommendation is AGREED with in principal, it should
be noted that alternatives such as direct bridge access from

the multi-story carpark and rampe to the station should also
be considered.

4.36 Ttem 8.2.7 Public Transport
"Bicycle storage near the railway station and other points in the
Centre is RECOMMENDED as & matter of priority.®

This recommendation ls AGREED with in principal, however it

should be noted that bicycle storage is already provided at
the railway stat.ion.

4,37 Item 8.2.8% Landscaping

"Planting is RECOMMENDED to better define the edge hbetween the
shopping area aud adjacent development, and enhance the sense of
arrival at the Centre to reinforce vistas and provide shade and
shelter”

This recommendation is AGREED with in principal.

4.38 Item 8.2.9 Gateways
“Several ilmprovements are RECOMMENDED for the eastern gateway:

reinforce street planting along Macquarie Road between the
proposed roundabout and Hawkesbury Road};

redevelopmnent of the carpark site on the corner of Greenway
Lane and Macquarie Road ag a two story structure;

encourage the upgrading of the Oriental Hotel; and

retain the pedestrian refuge across Mecquarie Road, and
reinforce with brick paving."

Al]l these recommendations are AGREED with in principal.
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4,39 Item 8.2.10 Town Character Guidelines for Msequarie Road

Most of the recommendations are agreed with in prinecipal,
howaver, all these items are better handled as objactives in
a4 Town Centre Management Plan.

4.40 Item 8,2.11 Guidelines for Zones of Transition

"It 1s recommended that Counci] adopt the following principles
and guidelines for existing and future commercial development in
zonea of tranaition aleng Ferguson Road and Macquarie Road
between the railway underpass and Homedale Street and the Civic
Centre and Hawkesbury Road: ..,"

Most of the recommendations are agreed with in principal,
however, all these items are better handled as objectives in
a Town Centre Management Plan.

4.41 Ttem 8.3 Implementation

“As part. of the implementation process the concept of an annual
‘audit’ of improvements tao the Centre is RECOMMENDED as & means
of creating a mechanism for demonstrating accountability and
commitment to these improvements"”

This recommendation is agreed with in principal, moreover,

not only should there be an ‘audit’ but also an evaluation
to ensure that expectations are being met.
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4.42 Item 8.3,2 Costing and Source of Funds

"A decision algo has to be made Yegarding the role of Council as
an initiator of these improvements, with subsequent Tecoupmaent of
Some €xpenditure, or whether Council delays expenditure on
improvementa until contributions flowing from new development
have been received. It jg RECOMMENDED that the former approach is
taken for tpe benefit of Springwood and bPopulation in lower Blusg
Mountaing generally,

Thig recommendation isg agreed with ip Principaj, however,

detailed costing, planning ang reviews require to be
implemented to ensure that no short fall of funde occur.

4.43 Item 8.3.3 Stakeholder Responsibilitjaes

“It ig understood that other centres witp the Blue Mountaing have
been upgraded as g4 ‘Joint ventyre: between Council, 1ocal
business interests and community groups. It is RECOMMENDED that a
similar dpproach he adopted for Springwooed,

4.44 Iten 8.3.4 Public Consultatiop Process
"It is algo RECOMMENDED that Councid initiate the establishment
of a ‘Springwood Precinct’ Committes Ve

This recommendation jg STRONGLY AGREED with,
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SPRINGWOOD TOWN CENTRE STUDY RESPONSE

Section % ADDITTONAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROPOSALS,

5.1 Springwood Town Centre Management Plan

It is clear form reviewing the study that a SPRINGWGQOD TOWN
CENTRE MANAGEMENT PLAN i8 required. Such & plan would set out-
Categories, Goals Objectives and Strategies.
Any proposal can then be reviewed against tpe Management plan to
ensure the correct decisionsg are made.
reco
Centre Management Plan be similar to the Great Western Highway
Management. Plan.
The Fallowing Categories, Qoals and Objectives could be
considered: -
CATEGORY - Commercial Operation
Goal:
Maintain and enhance the commercial viability of the
Springwood Town Cantre.
Objectivas:
Reduce traffic access, egress and junction conflices,
Enhance parking availability and access,
Enhance safety

Provide couvenient, comfortable and attractive facilitieg,

Provide a range of shops and services to meet the local
requirements .,

Attract visitors to the Town Centras.
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CATEGORY - Town Character

Goal:

Enhance the existing town Character of a emall friendly
village, with low height limit of buildings, primarily
servicing loeal needs, with a pleasant environment including
views of the surrounding bush,

Objectives:

Strengthen pedestrian links.
Create better pedestrian spaces.

Enhance vigual aspects by appropriate tree planting and
landscaping.

Encourage a sense of unity, place identity and community in
the town,

Encourage good building design and construction,

CATEGORY . TPown Anenities

GCaal;

Maintain and enhance the facilities ang services available
in the Town Centra.

Objectives:

Provide an appropriate range of community facilitieg,
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5.2 Additional Recommendationg

5.2.1 Silva Road / Hawkesbury Road Intersection

It 1s RECOMMENDED that a roundabout be installed at this
intersection.

5.2.2 Macquarie Road / Ferquson Road Intersection

It is RECOMMENDED that a roundabout be installed at this
intersection,

5.2.3 Farguson Road

It is RECOMMENDED that the railway side of Ferguson Road be
landscaped,

5.2.4 Railway Bridges

It 1s RECOMMENDED that both the railway brldges be painted in
heritage colours.

0 5.2.5 Pedestrian Underpass

It is RECOMMENDED that a pedestrian underpase betwesn Ferguson
Road and Macquarie Road be bujlt {refer to Drawing 1).

5.3 Drawings
5.3.1 Macquarie Road Ferquson Road Underpass

Drawing 1 shows a proposed pedestrian underpass, this underpass
feets the objectives of strengthen the pedestrian links and
mproving safety. the footpath threugh the existing underpass is
very dangerous and will have to be improved at some time. Please
lote the pedestrian underpass meets up with a pedestrian
'COBAing. ‘This pedestrian ¢rossing is designed to strengthen the
viability of the shops at this location opn Macquarie Road.

n addition, there is a requirement for & roundabout at this
location.

9.3.2 Proposed Intersection Operation

| rawing 2 ghows a proposal for changes in Jjunction operation.
inese changes are designed to improve traffic circulation and

reduce traffic conflicts.
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