


Response to Propoesed Redevelopment Springwood

During the council workshops tliere was a lot of talk about the decline of the Springwood
shopping centre.
There are issues which need addressing as far as the Springwood shopping Centre is

concemed.

1. The excessive high rental charges by the landlords.

2 A lack of ownership by landlords of Springwood commereial centre (It is only a source of
revenue 1o them).

3. Shop keepess and the Chamber of commerce failure to promote Spr asa
commercial centre and a nice place to visit and take ownership.

4 The beautification of the townscape and visible parking signs need to be addressed.

5. Council has an obligation to ensure the roads, footpaths and general ascetics are maintained

to a high standard (This is something I have raised in previous correspondence with
couneil).
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6. There has been no attempt by council to install water tanks around the library so that
gardens could be established and maintained to beautify the area. Then agaim Springwood
is not Katoomba or Lenra and has a low priority for tourism related beautification.

7. Inadequate sigtiage to highlight Springwood as tourist centre to stop off along on the Great
Western Highway.

8. The historical aspect of Springwood has not been addressed by council nor is therea local
Springwood tourist office or visible tourist information outlet to promote Springwood and
the surrounding districts this needs to be addressed.

9. TFailure of the council and state government to upgrade walking track and promote the short
wonderful walks close to the township. (A that is ever promoted is the upper mouniains
and all the funding for walking track is allocated to the upper mountains).

There has been a ot of emphases by council planners and elected representatives on building a
large supermarket and shopping complex along with high density accommodation on the Civic
Centre site to maximize returns on investment by some “Unnamed Developer ™.

On ithe point of high density accommodation one of the poorest decisions made by past councils
was to allow blocks of flats to be built in the middle of the shopping centre in Macquarie road and
at the rear of the ANZ bank,

These residential developments have impinged on future commercial development and amount to

poor planning by past councils.
I see the same situation arising if council pursues this line of thinking with Civic Centre sife.

The alternative high density development area is Raymond road it is one road in which the zoning
could be changed in the future when demand deems it necessary for additional high density
housing.

First Raymond road lends its self to redevelopment with high density housing without impinging
on the existing councit land and commercial fand held by the private sector.

Secondly at the present time there is a separation between the present residential areas and any
future development in Raymond Road and the Civic Centre for noise and parking which is
something that seems to have escaped the planner’s attention and does not seem to have taken into
consideration in the document presented to the public.

In closing first T would urge council to examine the feasibility of developing the section of land
outlined in this submission it would be a far better out come for all concerned if the existing retail
outlets and arcades could be integrated into such a development.

Secondty I would urge council to engage a consultant to examine the feasibility of upgrading the
existing-facilities in the Springwood Civic Centre and neighbothood centre.
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